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GMII,IMAR AI{D INFORI',IATION :

AN INVESTIGATION IN LINGUISTIC METAT1IEORY

Thomas Alan Rvckman

This work examines the foundatlons of linguistic theory, with

particular reference to the status and justlfication of gramnars

and theories of language structure. A metatheoretical critique of

generative granmar is followed by epistemo!.ogical rnotivation for,
and presentation of, an alternative conception of language structure

due to Harris, together with an approach to its justification. rt is
proposed that gratmars have an lnformational valldity as structures

c6nprised of uraxinally uniedundant equivalence classes whose members

all dernonstrably rsay the samet over a specified domain. \chapter I
I

introduces the lssues involved and surmnarizes the argunent. [In Chapter

-J2, the metatheoretical situati.on in American structural linguistics
prior to the advent of generative grarmar is reviewed. Among the

findings are that familiar attributions to t he centraL figures of

Ehis period of a goal of providing "mechanical discovery procedures"

for grarnmars or of atternpting to specify lingulstic form without

regard to meaning are groundles".[n"ia"r 3 siruares rhe first majorA
work of generative granmar in respect to Quiners contemporary proposal5

for linguistic theory and finds rr'trrrfgrgumenrs "d.,r.rr"[dnlil;.tl*uisric,\ |._
form can be identlfied independently of considerations of meanine. 

Qhanter

-l
4 charts the evolution of generative graxunar from a "formal systems' view

of grarmars and languages to recent proposals concerning "core granmrar"



and "markedness". It is argued that in pursuit of "explanatory

adequaly" generative granrmar has increasingly been distanced fron

the control of empirical evaluation, and that claims seeking a

biological- locus for abstract gra@atical Properties are unsub-

stantiated and problenatic in themselve"\ilOa"r 5 provides an

epistemologj.caL critique of rinformation' as ernployed by recent
0

writ,ers. Grannars -- z{ unredundant characterizations of combinati.ons

of linguistic element,s that can occur -- are characterlzatlons of

information. Jhapter 6 refers to a prior study presenting a tgranmrart

-.t---of a sublanguage of cel1ular lnqunology. It is shown both how and that

a theory of language structure can be empirically validated by enabling

the construction of formulas of informatlon that comPactly suuunarize

and trace the findings and discussions in research reports of a science.
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